
The growing popularity of Unmanned Aircraft Systems, more commonly known as “drones,” has 

the potential of making an already busy airspace above Sheppard Air Force Base and Wichita 

Falls increasingly dangerous. 

The Federal Aviation Administration has established rules to help keep the skies as safe as 

possible. Those rules can be found at www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started. 

Prohibited flight over military installations 

Public, civil and model UAS flights above 400 feet above the ground are prohibited at select 

national security sensitive facilities. But, special permission can be request by filling out a waiver 

form (www.faa.gov/uas/request_waiver). 

More information can be found at http://uas-faa.opendata.arcgis.com. 

Flying for fun 

The FAA requires all recreational UAS operators to contact the airport operation and Air traffic 

Control Tower prior to operating their UAS weighing more than 0.55 pounds with in 5 statute 

miles of an airport. 

Those wanting to use their UAS for recreation within 5 miles of Sheppard, or someone who has 

questions about use of UASs, can send an email to 

80OSS.sheppard.UASDroneRequest@us.af.mil. 

The FAA offers a free mobile application called “B4UFLY” that will show your current location 

and a circle around each airport that helps you determine if you should notify those airports. 

Fly for work 

Commercial operators wanting to operate in Sheppard’s Class D or E airspace should request a 

Certificate of Authorization from the FAA. That request will be evaluated by Sheppard’s 

Airspace Management office and should satisfy all requirements to contact Sheppard.  

To request a waiver, visit https://www.faa.gov/uas/request_waiver.  

Military training routes 

Sheppard aircraft fly along “low-level” military training routes almost daily. These routes cover a 

large portion of North Texas and Southern Oklahoma and are flown at 500 feet above the 

ground or higher.  

If you are operating a drone/UAS under these routes, please use extreme caution not to exceed 

400 feet above the ground unless previously coordinated through the COA process. 

Additionally, we would appreciate knowing about operations beneath the low levels in order for 

our aircrews to be extra cautions in the area you are also operating.  

Contact Us 

If you have questions or concerns about Drone/UAS activity near Sheppard or around Wichita 
Falls, or if you would like to let us know about your own operations, please contact us at 
80OSS.sheppard.UASDroneRequest@us.af.mil. 
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